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A CAOLAS summer
We have had a lot happening since the previous
newsletter update. We’ve had serpulid surveys, oyster releases, activity days, and more! We look forward to continuing activities through the rest of the
year.

Lochaline Native Oyster within Loch Aline, and on the 28th events- we’d love your help!
May we undertook the Herculean efProject
fort of sorting through thousands of
individuals to choose the largest ones
to set into their new home. With the
help of dedicated volunteers, including Highland Councillor Sarah Fanet,
the oysters were sorted and set into
three ’test’ release sites. Some were
marked, so that we could get an
estimate of survival rate using a technique called ’mark-capture-release’.

Our baby oysters grew at the
Lochaline
pontoons
throughout
the 2021/2022 winter and spring
months. We monitored and weighed
them regularly during this time;
thank you to all the volunteers who
helped us! We were pleased that
there was very low mortality, meaning that the stocking density and environmental conditions allowed them
to thrive. By May, the majority of the
oysters had reached 10 g, and were
ready for release. From surveys, we
had identified a potential release site
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Over a month later, our Marine
Community Officer Texa returned to
the site and was delighted to report
the oysters were thriving in their new
home and mortality was less than
2%. In July, we released more of the
stock into the loch. At the pontoons
we now only have the smallest individuals left, giving them more time to
reach an optimal size. We are planning on ordering more baby oysters
for October, to start the process all
over again, and expand the project
and its potential to improve and restore the biodiversity of Loch Aline.
Keep an eye out for upcoming oyster

SeaWoods Activity Day
July was an especially busy
month, and we teamed up with the
Morvern Gala Week and the Morvern
Community Woodlands to offer the
SeaWoods Activity Day on 19th July.
We gathered at Achnaha Beach in the
morning to conduct a beach clean,
and with the aid of many enthusiastic helpers, gathered all the litter
from the shoreline. The results have
been submitted to the Marine Conservation Society to contribute to their
national database on marine litter.
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Other projects

After the litter pick, we were
joined by Leon from Wildwood
Bushcraft, who gave a fascinating
seaweed foraging course. Despite the
rain, the budding foragers got to bake
seaweed bread, and learn all about
the bountiful supply of seaweeds on
our shores. A great day was had by
all, and we are grateful everyone involved.
We hope to conduct another activity day for the Morvern Gala Week
next year- so watch this space!

We were delighted to unveil interpretation boards at the Green Shed
in Strontian. These boards detail the
network of MPAs that Loch Sunart is
part of, and identify the incredible
species for which the loch and surrounding areas are protected. Thank
you to Highlands and Islands Enterprise (HIE) and the Sunart Community Company for funding and support, and to All Round Signs for producing the boards.
Unfortunately by the next morning the animal had succumbed, and
Texa collected and delivered it to
the Scottish Marine Animal Strandings Scheme (SMASS) in Glasgow.
The necropsy was conducted on 20th
January, and the dolphin was found
to be a large adult male in a moderately healthy body condition. His
teeth were very worn, indicating he
was possibly fairly old. Histological
investigation found that the dolphin
had intravascular lymphoma, resulting in a brain infection. This was
likely the cause of its poor coordination when it live stranded. This kind
of cancer has not been reported in
cetaceans before, and SMASS will be
writing up and publishing this important find. While always sad to
see cetaceans strand, lots of amazing things about their lives and
deaths can be learned. If you find a
live stranded animal please contact
British Marine Life Divers (BDMLR)
and dead ones should be reported to
SMASS.

In September we are teaming up
with the Hebridean Whale and Dolphin Trust (HWDT) to deliver classroom sessions for P5-P7 age children from Strontian, Lochaline, Kilchoan, Ardgour and Acharacle primaries. Sessions will be onboard research vessel Silurian and will detail
what cetacean species live around the
Scottish coastline, and why it is important to study them. Thank you to
Flora & Flora International’s Community Support Fund for funding this
great opportunity.

Join us!
We are always looking for new
members to join us, so please get in
touch if you’d like to become a member of CAOLAS.

Common
stranding update

dolphin

On the evening of 13th January, CAOLAS were alerted to a live
stranded common dolphin (Delphinus
delphis) in the headwaters of Loch
Aline.
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